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City of El Paso

Committee on Border Relations

Jose Contreras, Chair

Evelina Ortega,

Vice Chair

Members:

Oscar  Baeza

Irasema  Coronado

Tony Payan

Angelica  Quintanilla

Ivan  Ramirez
two vacancies
	
The Committee on Border Relations is a committee chartered by the City of El Paso.  The members are comprised of citizens from our community that are appointed by the city council.  Our mission is to consider issues and projects affecting the development or relations between the two communities of El Paso and Ciudad Juarez, and the border and in proximity to El Paso, and make recommendations to the City Council on programs or projects to enhance and benefit the relations between the two communities. 

In 2008, Ciudad Juarez experienced over 1600 murders and other odious acts of violence against its citizenry.  The committee, encouraged by members of city council, developed a Resolution that acknowledged the situation in our Sister City of Ciudad Juarez, and offered policy initiatives that could be pursued to help ease this situation.


On January 6, 2009 the City Council of El Paso voted unanimously in favor of this Resolution.  An amendment was added during the city council meeting.  This amendment has drawn media attention away from the initial intent of the Resolution.  The Resolution was and still is intended to show the City of El Paso’s support and solidarity with our Sister City.    


The Committee on Border Relations would like to express its concern over the way in which the Resolution of solidarity and peace has been presented to the public by the media.  Focus has been given to the amendment added during the city council meeting.  The committee is asking the media to report on the intent of the resolution that shows that the community of El Paso supports our Sister City of Ciudad Juarez and are willing to pursue different policies to help resolve the current situation.

Sincerely,

Jose Contreras

Chair 

Committee on Border Relations



