RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY OF EL PASO’S
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR THE 81°7 TEXAS
LEGISLATIVE SESSION AND ADOPTING A
STATEMENT OF POLICY FOR THE CITY OF EL
PASO REGARDING LEGISLATION IN THE 815
TEXAS LEGISLATURE AND ACTIONS BEFORE
STATE ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES.

WHEREAS, the 81st Texas Legislature convenes on January 13, 2009;

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature and its administrative agencies will consider
many measures and actions that affect the City of El Paso; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide guidance to City representatives in
conducting legislative and administrative efforts and relations with other levels of
government.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS, THAT THE ATTACHED LEGISLATIVE
AGENDA IS ADOPTED AS THE CITY’S LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR THE
81" TEXAS LEGISLATIVE SESSION AND THAT THE FOLLOWING
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY BE ADOPTED:

1. The legislative or administrative positions herein approved shall be
communicated to the El Paso legislative delegation, to the Texas
Legislature, in general, and to the appropriate legislative committees and
administrative agencies by the City’s legislative lobbyist and state agency
consultant, City of El Paso staff persons, members of City Council and
others as coordinated through the Mayor’s office.

2. City employees, members of City boards, commissions, and advisory
groups may not represent in oral testimony or in writing the City's
official position on proposed legislation or administrative action unless
that position is approved and coordinated through the Mayor’s office.
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3. The City Council authorizes and directs the Mayor's office to coordinate
its legislative program and the City Attorney’s Office shall be authorized
to interpret on behalf of the City this policy with the necessary broad
policy concerns set forth in this policy.

ADOPTED this the day of January 2009.

THE CITY OF EL PASO
John F. Cook
Mayor

ATTEST:

Richarda Duffy Momsen

City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Senior Assistant City Attorney
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CITY OF EL PASO
2009 State Legislative Priorities
81* Legislative Session

Strategic Policy Statements: The City Council of the City of El Paso has met to formulate
strategic policies to serve as guiding principles for the governance of the City of El Paso.
Decision regarding City of El Paso positions regarding legislative matters will be weighed
against these guiding principles when formulating positions.

1.

FISCAL: The City of El Paso will seek to ensure long-term fiscal stability and
sustainability of the City government.

CUSTOMER SERVICE: The City of El Paso will be a high performance,
customer focused organization.

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT: The City of El Paso will facilitate opportunities
for citizens to be involved in local government.

TRANSPORTATION: The City of El Paso has a goal of becoming the least car
dependent City in the Southwest.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: The City of El Paso shall become the most
livable city in the United States and be recognized as an international city.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: The City of El Paso will help business create
quality jobs in El Paso and revitalize targeted areas of town, thereby adding to the
tax base and fostering a healthy economy.

General Principles: The City of El Paso supports legislation that enhances the City’s ability to
solve problems and improve the quality of life for its citizens. The City of El Paso opposes
legislation that reduces the City’s authority or increases the City’s costs. We will work with
other Cities to enhance and protect the authority of municipalities and to ensure that City
taxpayers are not burdened with additional unfunded mandates.

The City of El Paso will also support legislative initiatives of community partners that enhance
the educational, cultural, and infrastructure resources in our region,

This document reflects the City’s adopted legislative policy as approved by City Council. The
City’s legislative program is organized into three categories:
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L. Priority Legislative Initiatives - The City will actively seek to secure
legislators to author bills for these initiatives, unless otherwise noted. The City will
support and provide positive testimony for these initiatives and actively pursue
passage of the bill.

II. Statement of Support or Opposition — City staff and authorized
representatives will make known the City’s position on these issues. Depending on
the issue, staff will work to either assist in the passage of the bill or work against
passage to preserve the City’s interests. The important distinction between this
category and the earlier category is that the City will not seek introduction of any
legislation, but will vocalize the City’s position in support or opposition.

III. Issues to Monitor — City staff and authorized representatives will monitor and
track the development of any related legislation. Staff will seck advice and direction
from the Mayor before taking an official position or taking any action to influence an
outcome.

For more information, please feel free to contact:

Sylvia Borunda Firth Taylor Bengtson

Senior Assistant City Attorney Intergovernmental Affairs
Director of Governmental Affairs Coordinator

Chief of Staff Office of the Mayor 2 Civic Center Plaza, 10" Floor
2 Civic Center Plaza, 10" Floor El Paso, Texas 79901-1029

El Paso, Texas 79901-1029 Phone: 915-541-4304

Phone: 915-541-4656 Fax: 915-541-5401

Fax: 915-341-5401
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I.  PRIORITY LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES

1. TRANSPORTATION

Support the authorization of $5 billion in Proposition 12 general obligation bonds to
provide funding for highway improvement projects.

On November 6, 2007, Texas voters approved by a margin of 63 to 37 percent a
constitutional amendment (Proposition 12) providing for the issuance of general
obligation bonds by the Texas Transportation Commission in an amount not to
exceed $5 billion to provide funding for highway improvement projects. The
bonds are to be backed from the state’s general revenues rather than from gasoline
taxes. The amendment was proposed by unanimous votes in both the House and
Senate (S.J.R. 64). Before bonds can be issued and any funding allocated to
transportation projects, authorization is required by the Texas Legislature,

Support legislation to eliminate diversions of state transportation revenues to non-
transportation uses.

In 1987, state leadership began to transfer transportation funds to other areas of
the state budget, with little regard for the long-term impact. Ignoring population
growth projections, state government continued that practice, resulting in poor
planning decisions. Over the past twenty years, more than $10.5 billing has been
transferred from transportation needs to other areas of the state budget.

Support legislation to enable the motor fuel tax to increase with growth in the economy
by indexing it to the consumer price index or an appropriate construction cost index.

This proposal would enable revenue from the motor fuel tax to grow with
inflation in order to stabilize the purchasing power of transportation’s single
larges revenue source. The cost of providing roadway maintenance and
construction rises incrementally with inflation. Indexing the tax to the CPI or an
appropriate construction index would enable the revenue that funds these services
to grow with inflation.

Support efforts to capitalize the Texas Rail Relocation fund, authorized by voters in
November 2005, to provide for relocation of existing rail traffic in metropolitan and
urbanized areas.

Major urban areas in Texas are developing plans to relocate existing rail lines
away from crowded urban areas in order to enhance safety, increase freight and
commuter rail capacity, reduce toxic spills, improve air quality, reduce 18-
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wheeler truck traffic on Texas highways, and spur economic development. Funds
are needed to implement these plans.

TRANSIT

Increase funding options for transit projects and support legislation that would require
that all expenditures for highway construction in the State of Texas allow for funding
dedicated transit lanes, bike paths and pedestrian friendly complements.

Support transit exemptions for transit equipment from motor fuel tax.

Support legislation to empower metropolitan regions to enact a local option
transportation tax with voter approval. :

MOBILITY

Secure funding to study the feasibility of relocating or depressing the railroad tracks in
the area of the Texas Tech/Thomason Medical Center of the Americas area.

Support efforts to expedite commercial truck safety inspections at international ports of
entry by coordinating efforts between the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) and
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) to create one-stop safety
inspection facility for commercial trucks at the land ports of entry in the El Paso region.

TRIBAL RIGHTS

Support the efforts of the members of the El Paso Delegation to restore gaming rights on
tribal land to the members of the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo.

TEXAS TECH FOUR YEAR MEDICAL SCHOOL

Support Texas Tech University’s Legislative Appropriations Request for $17,600,000 for
operational support of the four year medical school campus in El Paso.

STATE PARK

Seek additional appropriation for a visitor’s center in the Franklin Mountains State Park
to be located in the Northeast part of El Paso.

Seek enactment of legislation that provides utility companies with recreational immunity
on property that is open for recreational use by the general public, such as trails along
electrical corridors or irrigation canals.
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Seek funding for creation of new trails to enhance accessibility to the Franklin Mountains
State Park.

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION

Seck enactment of legislation to allow for incentives to assist with the implementation of
the El Paso Downtown Revitalization Plan such as mixed income housing tax credits,
State historic tax credits and renewable energy tax credits and incentives.

TAX CODE

Support enactment to increase penalties for chronic delinquent taxpayers.

Amend Chapter 33, Subchapter A, Section 33.0 of the Tax Code to increase the penalty a
delinquent tax incurs for the first calendar month it is delinquent.

Amend Chapter 42, Subchapter A of the Tax Code to give taxing entities legal standing
to enforce the collection of payment of taxes as set out in Section 42.08 (b) and to seek a
court order dismissing a pending action if the taxpayer fails to comply with the Section
42.08 (b) payment requirement.

ENVIRONMENTAL

Support measures to enhance the use of solar energy “buy back” programs in the State of
Texas.

Seek enactment of legislation that allows code enforcement officers to issue citations
without obtaining the signature from the violator (i.e. property owner).

Support measures to continue to increase the use of crumb rubber and shredded tire
pieces in highway construction.

Support legislation that would require tire dealers and any facility that sells new & used
tires to "render a tire unusable" by poking a 1/2 inch hole in the tire, if the tread on that
tire does not meet safety standards (i.e., pass annual State inspection).

Support legislation that allows a deposit/refund to be collected for the purposes of
recycling glass bottles.

Support measures in the legislature that will advance clean energy solutions by creating
incentives and rebates to encourage installation of solar panels and energy efficiency
measures in Texas homes and businesses.
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10. HEALTHCARE AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Support increased State funding for Medicaid and CHIP.

Support expedited licensure requirements to decrease the shortages of healthcare
professionals in the State of Texas and border communities in particular.

Support the creation of statewide policies to facilitate coordination between health,
judicial and law enforcement professionals to develop a jail decision program to keep
mentally ill persons out of the jail system.

Support El Paso MHMR’s funding request for additional funding in the amount of
$8,401,560 to meet the needs of the El Paso population, including the growth at Ft. Bliss.

Support measures identified by the Children’s Mental Health Forum as priorities for the
81" Legislative Session.

Seek enactment of legislation to require business with more than 50 employees that
receive state contracts provide health insurance to their employees.

Seek an amendment to state law to allow a lien to be placed on a homestead property
with mosquito control chemicals to protect the public health and safety.

11. PSB

Seek to amend Texas Government Code Section 1502.070 to increase the number of
board members appointed to the El Paso Public Service Board from five (5) to nine (9).

II. STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION

1. MILITARY AFFAIRS

Support funding to workforce development to create programs to assist in job placement
of accompanying military spouses.

Seek additional resources dedicated to military installations, soldiers and their dependents
residing in the State of Texas. These resources should also include incentives for those
who wish to purchase homes, through tax breaks or other means.
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Support passage of H.B. 43 filed by State Representative Ruth Jones McClendon of San
Antonio to help protect areas around military installations across the state from
encroachment by residential and commercial developers.

WATER

Support Public Service Board’s request for funding: $500,000 for the creation of state-
wide water conservation program, $300,000 for development of regional stormwater plan
within the County, and $6.3 million for infrastructure in the colonias.

Support the establishment of separate construction grant programs for reuse projects

Support El Paso Water Utilities’ attempt to receive funding for colonias, stormwater and
other projects without having El Paso County or other entity apply for funding.

Support the Public Service Board’s request to consider State regulatory requirements that
continue to change and El Paso Water Utilities’ ability to meet new regulations,
variances, changes in regulatory requirements, and/or alternative treatment processes may
be considered.

DEVELOPMENT

Support the efforts of the TXAPA to amend §545.352 of the Transportation Code to
permit residential access streets to be designed for a 20 or 25 mph speed limit in lieu of
the prima facie speed limit of 30 mph.

Support legislation to allow counties additional development authority, provided that

such legislation does not erode city authority in the ETJ or conflict with development
regulations enacted by cities with authority over the ETJ.

IMMIGRATION AND BORDER SECURITY

Oppose legistation not in keeping with the “Consensus Statement By the Community of
the El Paso Region to encourage the United States Congress and the Elected Officials of
the State of Texas to Pass Fair and Comprehensive Immigration Reform” approved on
August 17, 2006 and the City Council Resolution regarding same.

Support efforts by the University of Texas at El Paso’s Center of Excellence for Border
Security and Immigration and Center for Defense Systems Research.

REVENUE AND TAXATION

Support the efforts of appraisal districts across the State of Texas to seek legislation
requiring the mandatory disclosure of real property sales prices to appraisal districts.
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