
[image: image1.jpg]).

El Paso
Independent
‘ School Districte



                                                            Immediate Release:
                                    Contact: Berenice Zubia 887-5495

                        Executive Director for PR

February 18, 2009

Statement from David Dodge, President of the Board of Trustees

El Paso Independent School District

The El Paso Independent School District is extremely disappointed to learn that Mr. Sal Mena broke laws involving the public trust and the community’s right to honest services while serving as an elected official of the District.

Mr. Mena served on the Board of Trustees for a total of four terms.  Mr. Mena resigned from the Board of Trustees in August 2007, citing health reasons.  Mr. Mena had been elected to serve as the Trustee from single-member District #3, which includes the Austin High School area. 

We will review the details of the factual basis of the plea agreements if and as they become available, in order to determine if the District needs to take any actions.  We also note that Gary Lange pleaded guilty at the same time as Mr. Mena.  Mr. Lange is believed to have been an employee or principal of Strategic Governmental Solutions.  SGS's contract with the District ended in July 2007. 

We appreciate law enforcement's efforts and persistence in this matter and hope that justice will be served.  Law enforcement must have specific reasons why they continue to keep co-conspirators or other involved persons or entities unnamed.  We will not speculate as to those identities, but will continue to respect the federal investigation and urge you to contact law enforcement with any specific questions.

We’d also like to thank our great teachers, parents, students and staff for their help and patience during this challenging time.  The District is making great progress towards meeting the educational needs of our community and we will not let this tragedy hinder our efforts to pursue excellence in everything that we do.  
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