


smart growth  
for schools

Workshop
Future investments in educational infrastructure present tremendous 
opportunities for improving the quality of  our schools and community 
together. Join us and explore smarter strategies for planning, 

designing, building and operating our schools.

May 29, 2009 • 8:45am - 3:30pm 
El Paso Museum of Art 

1 Arts Festival Plaza, El Paso TX  79901 
915.532.1707  •  elpasoartmuseum.org

Capacity is limited, so make plans now. Please RSVP to  
Melissa Kellum (915.541.4730 / KellumMA@elpasotexas.gov)or 
Michelle Padilla at (915.541.4903 / PadillaMX@elpasotexas.gov)



Purpose: To provide El Paso decision-makers with knowledge of  the options for planning, designing, building and operating 
schools that support the principles of  Smart Growth. Understanding these options will:

	 1.	 Save the community money;
	 2.	 Decrease the environmental impact of  the schools on the community;
	 3.	 Improve the health of  students; and
	 4.	 Increase long-term support for the school system by those who do not have school-aged children.

 
Presenters: 

	 Nathan Norris, Director of  Implementation Advisory for PlaceMakers, LLC 
	 William Gietema, Jr., Co-Founder and CEO of  Arcadia Realty Corporation 
	 Peter Brown, AIA, LEED, Principal, School Collaborative

 
Agenda: 

	 8:45 - 10:15		  “What are Smart Growth Schools and Why You Need Them”
				    Presentation by Nathan Norris

	 10:15 - 10:30		  Break

	 10:30 - 11:10		  “Hurdles to Building Smart Growth Schools in Texas”
				    Presentation by Bill Gietema

	 11:10 - 11:45		  Question and Answer Session
				    Moderated by Nathan Norris

	 11:45 - 1:15		  Lunch Break
				  
	 1:15 - 1:45		  “Designing High Performance Schools”
				    Presentation by Peter Brown

	 1:45 - 3:30		  “How to Get There from Here”
				    Facilitation of  Roundtable Discussion Mapping Out Strategy
				    Nathan Norris, Bill Gietema and Peter Brown
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