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NEWS RELEASE

September 29, 2009
Contact:  Javier Sambrano, PIO @ 915.564.7307 or 915.564.6950 Pager #6103

INTERNAL INVESTIGATION INTO THE DETENTION OF REPORTER AND PHOTOGRAPHER HAS CONCLUDED 
EL PASO, TEXAS – Today the El Paso Police Department has concluded the investigation and discipline related to the detention of a television reporter and news photographer.  This discipline came as a result of an Internal Affairs Investigation and the convening of a disciplinary board, consisting of citizens of our community.  The determination of the allegations was determined by this board which consisted of KDBC News Director, Scott Pickey;  KINT News Director, Zoltan Csanyi;  El Paso Times Publisher, Ray Stafford;  Attorney, Jack T. Chapman;  Attorney, Kevin E. Shannon; and former news reporter and former Sheriff’s Office PIO, Rick Glancey.     The members of the board were asked by the El Paso Police Department if they would volunteer to take part in this process.  All members were given a copy of the investigation, including statements, policies, and other prevalent information.  Each board member was given nearly three weeks to review the case on their own and on Thursday September 24, 2009 the board met.  At the meeting members discussed the allegations and made determinations on those allegations.  In addition, the board interviewed Officer Ramirez to clarify questions that came after reading the case.  Hunt and Dupont were given notice of the meeting in case the review board wanted to ask them any questions.  Hunt was present outside the meeting room with his attorney, however no questions were asked of him.  The El Paso Police Department in years past has convened similar boards on cases that become very high profile, as this case did due to the involvement of members of the news media.  In fairness to the case, the El Paso Police Department felt that it was important to have members of such a board consist of some members of the media.  

The investigation began after allegations of misconduct were voiced in the detention of news reporter Darren Hunt and photographer Richard Dupont on April 20, 2009.  The investigation included obtaining statements from civilian witnesses at the scene, statements from fire-medical personnel, and police personnel.    The investigation looked into the issue of the detention, as to whether or not it had been lawful,  the issue of Use of Force and whether or not there had been excessive force used in the detention, and the issue of Unprofessional Conduct in the manner that Officer Ramirez(Sergeant at the time of the incident) acted during the detention.  It also addressed the allegation by another citizen, Jason Gales, who also claimed Unprofessional Conduct and Improper Tactics after being forced to leave the scene by Officer Ramirez, even though he was claiming to be rendering aid as a nurse.  The board, based on the interviews of civilian witnesses, those involved and emergency personnel at the scene, concluded the allegations by Jason Gales to be Unfounded.  Witnesses rendering aid to the injured driver, stated Gales was not physically rendering aid, rather he was attempting to give instructions from the eastbound lanes of I-10.  The injured driver was already being attended to by an Emergency Medical Technician from California.  During the disciplinary review board meeting, it was clarified, that the stretch of I-10 involved had no frontage road to where traffic could be diverted to.  Also the collision itself had completely affected all lanes of I-10 West.   Vehicles from various individuals, including KVIA News, were parked on the inside emergency lane of I-10 East, which at the time of the incident was trying to be cleared for additional emergency vehicles that could be needed for the incident. At the time, the contents of the overturned tanker were not known.  Additionally, the officers had witnesses who were asked to remain at the scene to allow time to obtain their information for any possible criminal charges involved, as during this time the condition of the driver was yet unknown nor were the details of how the collision happened.  An important factor also brought up during the process, and more specifically, during the interview by the board was that the tractor trailer had struck a light pole and was in danger of falling.  The investigation revealed that Hunt and Dupont had been advised multiple times to move from where they were, including by an officer on I-10 East heading to another emergency that had to swerve out of the way to avoid hitting them.  The board determined the issue of the detention or arrest to be unlawful was Unfounded as probable cause did exist at that time for Officer Ramirez to conduct an arrest for Interfering With Public Duties.  Both had been warned multiple times and at the time, Officer Ramirez perceived the comments by Hunt as if they were not going to move at which time Officer Ramirez proceeded to grabbed Hunt and began to detain him.  During this time, the Officer based on his training felt Hunt passively resisting and tightening up, and felt placing handcuffs at that moment was necessary.  The allegation of Excessive Force was Unfounded.  During this time Officer Ramirez did become upset over the situation with Hunt and it was determined by the board that Officer Ramirez acted unprofessional after taking Hunt into custody.  
The board gave their determinations to Police Chief Greg Allen who suspended Officer Ramirez for eleven days for Unprofessional Conduct.    Also present at the meeting to answer any questions or clarify any polices was Assistant Chief Michelle Gardner, Assistant Chief Robert Feidner, Assistant Chief Eric Shelton, Attorney and Internal Affairs Director Jennifer Callan and El Paso Police P.I.O. Javier Sambrano. 
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