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Putting Texas Ahead of the Game.





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Duane Galligher

February 23, 2009
(512) 476 -2444 or mobile (512) 750-6862

As you may note from earlier correspondence, Senator Ellis and other members of the legislature will hold a press conference tomorrow (Tuesday, February 24, 2009) at 2:30 p.m. to discuss legislation that would authorize destination resort casinos and allow slot machines at existing racetracks.  Pollster Chris Wilson will also present the results of a statewide survey on these issues at that press conference and will be available to answer questions regarding the results of the survey.  

The following results will be included in the data discussed tomorrow.  We are releasing some of the findings from the survey today in light of Baselice & Associates data that was put out this morning by track owners.  We are also re-releasing results from a Baselice survey that our group commissioned prior to last session.  All of the questions below in both surveys were asked prior to any questions testing positive or negative messages about destination resort casinos or video lottery terminals at racetracks.  

It is clear that a majority of Texans support expanding gaming options in our state from all three of these surveys.  It is also clear that when given a choice, voters strongly prefer a proposal allowing destination resort casinos.

Wilson Research Strategies conducted a survey of n=1000 likely voters on December 8-10, 2008.  The margin of error to the results of this survey is +/- 3.1% at 95% confidence level.

Q: As you may know, the Texas state legislature will consider a new constitutional amendment early next year.  If the legislature passes this amendment, the voters will get to vote on the amendment in the next election.  I am going to read you a description of the amendment and then ask you some questions about your opinions of it.

The amendment would allow a limited number of destination resort casinos in counties around Texas.  This would lead to approximately $4 billion in revenue for the state.  This money would be placed in trust funds to pay college tuition for every high school student who maintains a B average or higher as well as pay for new transportation improvements and road construction projects throughout the state.

Having heard a description of the amendment, if it were on the ballot in the next election would you vote FOR or AGAINST the amendment?


Total FOR 


68%


Total AGAINST


28%

Q: The Texas state legislature may also consider an amendment that would allow video lottery terminals, which operate like slot machines, at existing horse and greyhound racetracks.  Some of the money would be dedicated to increasing purses for Texas racehorses and to provide financial support to non-racing horse organizations and events.

Would you vote FOR or AGAINST this amendment?


Total FOR


39%


Total AGAINST


53% 

Q: If the legislature were to put a constitutional amendment on the ballot that would expand gaming in Texas and you had to choose one, which would you pick:


Destination resort casinos




60%


Video lottery terminals and horse and greyhound racetracks
15%

Neither







19%

Both







3%

The Texas Gaming Association commissioned a poll by Baselice & Associates of 1000 voters prior to the last legislative session.  The poll was conducted November 12 – 15, 2006.

Q: I would like to read you several terms regarding gaming and gaming devices.  For each one, please tell me whether you have a positive or negative impression of that gaming term or idea.

	
	Positive
	Negative
	No opinion

	Video Lottery Terminals at the race tracks, which are lottery devices that operate like slot machines


	35%
	45%
	17%


Q: If you had to choose, which one of the following would you prefer as a way to help fund public education, transportation and health care in Texas?

Destination resort casinos in select Texas cities

48%

Video Lottery Terminals at horse and dog racetracks
15%

Both






7%

Neither






24%
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